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and letting himself go in the partisanship of his prompt
enthusiasm : this was the foundation of everything. But
it was no more than the foundation. It was only when he
had recollected his emotion, modified it by doubt and
disenchantment, reweighed a masterpiece in the scales
with others, and tested it by many touchstones, that he
could ripen that naive experience into a judgment of
equity and intelligence. Le grand gout, U gout veritable
must be informed and modified by a trained appreciation
of all kinds of excellence, by a knowledge of the literatures
of foreign nations and past ages, and above and beyond all
by a knowledge of the literature of antiquity. ' The old
and elegant humanity of Greece/ that first high and
delicate image of incomparable perfection, must be the
critic's final standard of comparison ; in the most modern
landscape the peaks of Helicon and Parnassus must be
seen, however far away and faintly blue, on the horizon ;
the acropolis of Athens must gleam at the end of the
ultimate perspective.

The critic then should be a scholar as well as a
voluptuary ; he should be human, and the experiences of
both youth and age should help to mellow and perfect him.
He must be of his generation and participate in its
enthusiasms, for Sainte-Beuve had but a poor opinion of
the cautious youth who keeps himself immune from
contemporary infection, and would have agreed with
Coleridge when he said that the possession in youth of
anything like perfect taste was an almost certain proof of
the absence of genuine talent. But the youth of promise
must recover from these fevers; he must belong to some
one group or country, but must free himself from the
prejudices of party and of patriotism; and must
emancipate himself also from any too positive ethical or
religious or philosophic beliefs. He will do well to
experience all these things, for how else can he understand
them ? But he owes no allegiance to anything but to
Truth; all other fidelities he must disregard when that